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57. PROVENANCE OF A THORNCOMBE TERRACE.
Until changes to parliamentary boundaries in 1844 Thomcombe
parish was a detached part of Devon. Despite its Somerset
postal address, it is has been part of Dorset ever since.

Owsley Cottage, Fore Street, now known as
and The Terrace, High Street, Thorncombe, ¢, 1910,
(Reproduced courtesy of Marina Atyeo)

Introduction

Edith Qusley’s death in 1972 ended a 276 year association by
her family with the land on which The Terrace is built in High
Street (formerly knmown as Fore Street), Thomcombe. The
structure consists of a terrace of seven cottages of varying sizes
connected to Thomas’s Place, an imposing double fronted
house at the south-west end of the row. Dating back to the mid
to late 19™ century these chert houses are Grade II listed for
their ‘Group Value’. The architecture of The Terrace is typical
of the area.' Chert, a type of flint, is found in the Upper
Greensand and was widely used in vernacular buildings where
‘Devon, Somerset and the corner of Dorset meet’.2 Thorncombe
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occupation of my tenants Elizabeth Baker and Peggy Russell’,
from his mother Edith Ousley (née Hoar).® His twin brother
William, who ‘occupies the eastern part of the aforementioned
messuage of Dwelling House with garden, slaughterhouse and
stable and . . . half of the . . . entry’ inherited the other half of
the property. Thus through Edith’s marriage to Thomas Qusley,
in 1769, the two halves of Pinneys House were united, nearly
100 years after the 1696 marriage settlement. Once probate had
been granted in 1824, Thomas assigned his share of the house to
his wife Catherine in trust to Thomas Newbery to enable her to
receive a rental income in her own l'ight.21
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1

map (Reproduced courtesy of the Dorset History Centre and
Richard Holt)

In the 1841 Tithe apportionment William Ousley is listed as
the owner/occupier of plots 956-959. Close examination of

plots 957 and 959 reveals not what has previously been thought
to be the original line of The Terrace abutting Fore Street but
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