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bousing end meintensmce of paupers i parish accommodation,
and putting able bodied paapers to work @ pay for thefr board,
would be mure cost effective. Under the act, vesiriee were
empowared to buy or rent suitable properties and all parigh
paapere were obliged o enter the workhouse.

MM Mcﬂw!ﬂm Mdgﬁ*

Thorncombe s 19th cemtury elementary school, destroyed by

fire in 1974. Nexi to il foemire right) is the and wall of the 176

cemury parizh workhewse wivich survives today as 1-2 Church
Flew.

(Reproduced courtesy of Kate Rundle)

In his recemt sorvey of Thormeombe's cwerscors and
workhoe accomnts, among varions ‘themes for further study’,
Amnhdsmppmmm ‘brildings veed hy the parish fix poor
relief’.! Further analyxir of Thomeombe's Oversecra of the Poor
spoounits end linksge of other evidence covering the period
1722-1876 has asddressed various questions, clodfied
inconsistencics and pinpuinted the locstion of three patish
poothousce and two workhousea, one of which was temoporary.
Since Shipp's survey was publighed, the Dornet History Centre
hat cataloguod the Menfield Heyson archive (D-MHM) and re-
catalogned the Richard Grosvenor Bartelot archive (D-RGB)
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Isabella Peadon, broken down into ‘weekly allowances by the
Overseers of the Poor of Thorncomb (sic) for the relief of her &
her children’ in exchange for the assignment to the parish of her
‘Dwelling House, formerly a Barn with the latter garden’,
following the death of her husband Joseph.

Rear view, Workhouse Farm circa 19535, It was rented by the
parish from William Ousely in 1725 for use as the parish
workhouse.

(Reproduced with kind permission)

Parish properties were often pressed into service as ‘pest
houses’ to isolate victims of smallpox and other epidemics."”
Another parish poor house, Lumbards, appears to have been
used intermittently to house those suffering from measles and
smallpox. The Overseers of the Poor accounts records that the
property was repaired in 1723, Spikes in burials in 1722 and
1723 identify them as crisis years, during which there were
epidemics.'® Lumbards was opposite Beere Farm on the parish
boundary. So it was ideally situated to isolate victims of
contagious disease. A building on the site, which may or may
not have been the original poorhouse, is recorded on the 1839
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Cook’s ‘Great House’ on Chard Street. Copy of 1 873, lan -
showing proposed site of the new National School.”’
(Courtesy of Dorset History Centre)

New elementary school

In 1820 The Charity Commissioners reported that the property
continues ‘to be divided according to the donor’s directions, one
part being appropriated for a school and the habitation of the
schoolmaster and the remainder, for a workhouse ... inhabited
by poor persons supported by the parish’. The school provided
free education for 11 pupils but it seems attendance was
sporadic. Their education and the school master’s wage was
paid for by Thomas Cook’s charity and Elizabeth Bragge’s
endowments.”® In his 1818 return to the Select Committee .
into the Education of the Poor, Charles Egerton reported that,
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